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BRETHREN, . 1 

Can truly ſay when x publiſh'd thoſe few Pages 

% 4 under that Title, I had nothing in view further 
4 | 5; than, Firſt, A ſetting our Principles in à true 
light, for rhe ſoftening of ſome, and confirming 
of others. (particularly my Chriſtian Friends in 
N DJ and about Nantwich) in a fteadfaſt Belief of the 
Truth of 'em, when I, (now in Years) am gone to the Grave, 
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a 
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which things are made ſo plain and evident, and ſo well war- #5 
ranted by the Authority ot GOD's Word, as makes them deſer- 
vedly liable neither to Objection nor Suſpicion. Secondly, To” 
facilitate the way to Union with our Brethren, who have long 
refus'd their Compliance; notwithftanding they have been duly {| 
ſolicited thereunto ; Not that we deem Union under ſome dif- 
Wtcring Apprehenſions, ( ſo far as it has been deſir d by us) ab- | 
olutely neceffary ; but as it is good and pleaſant, and tends co 
many excellent Purpoſes : Therefore we have ſought and cour- 
ted it, and it will be our Satisfaction, that we have been for it, 
tho* our Eflay proves not fo ſucceſsful, as is wiſh d it ſhould, 
As my Care to avoid every thing that may juſtly effend, is 
very conſpicuous, ſo the things ad vanc'd therein, were manag's 
vich ſuch an Air, and appearance of Chriſtian Love, as became 
ne to maintain and expreſs to the End; Therefore I could not 
ut hope it would have met with a more ſuitable Entertainment 
amongft Brethren, © _ e | 1 Wo 
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But contrariwiſe, I am inform'd, That ſome of my Brethren 
in the Country, hath ſent my little Book to London to be anfwe-· 
d there; True, pleas' d Lam, not ſo much for the Honour done 
le, as that I am enabled to gueſs from what Quarter it goes, 
tho perhaps, Prudence may "govern them at London, à little 
more than it doth us in the Country. But ſhould any there be 
found (more raſh than wiſe) by engaging in a Task fo difficult, 
as the ad vancing any thing in Oppoſition to NAK ED TRUTH, 
apf for proving that, A PLEA FOR UNION, to be. falſe Bo- } 
tine, as they would not reflect diſhonour on GOD, and ſo ren- 
der their Performance unacceptavle with wiſe Men. They are {1 
deſir d to do it by GOP's Word, the only Standard of Truth; | £1 
by which we are to try all things, in order to our holding faſt | ti 
that which is good. It being certain, That all Opinions an Acti- e 
ons of Men, will he pronounc'd by the great and righteous Judge | te 
of the World, good or bad, as they have, or have not agree 
therewith. Authority fetch'd from the Judgment of Men; tho! | by 
never ſo Learned and Wiſe, and not from the Law. and Teſtimony, m: 
will amount to nothing, becauſe the moſt Learned are fallible do 
and liable to Err, Neither will Inferrances and Confequences[$9 
of dark and difficult Texts of Scripture, much: leſs, of ſuch as|Pli 
relate not to the thing in Debate, amount to any thing. Aa 
plain and expreſs Word of God in the Scripture (the only Rule ſon 
of Chriſtians) is neceſſary to build the Articles of our Faith be 
upon. For what is not made very plain, by expreſs and authen- Pe, 
tick Proof, will be ever liable to Objettion ; Therefore, if thoſeÞ d 
Opinions, which are the Reverle of what I have propounded; ru 
cannot be fully and plainly prov'd by expreſs and poſitive TermsPtlz 
df the holy Scripture, as thoſe things I have advanced are, mayſwe 
we not ſafely judge they are not of God, but of Men. I willpnci 
not ſuppoſe they take up their ill grounded Notions from theſ1ng 
ancient Stoicks, who thought ( as I find in the courſe ef myſhat 
Reading) © That all things were govern'd and brought toy 1 
<<. pals by an inevitable Deſtiny, all things falling out by a fataſfrea 
te Neceſſity in ſpite of Men, yea of the Gods alſo. * Nor fromptd : 
that part of the Turkiſh Divinity, in which they tell us, ( whatfive 
becomes Pagons and Turks in their Ignorance, to believe, raPul. 
ther than Chriſtians who have the Oracles of God to teach emp ke 
better, namely) That GOD deceiveth whom he will, andPt t. 
© whom he will he leadeth to what is good, foy if GOD wouldſ Po 
Men would not War one with another, but he doth what hqpur 
* will, and is himſe lf the cauſe of all Good, and of all Exil, fem 
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Now, I believe our Brethren will be ready to Anathimatize 
| ſack Blaſphemy as this: Vet how like to this, is fhat Opiniòn 
„Jot many, (tho Eminent for Learning and Piety ) which faith, 
That GOD hath decreed in himſelf, all things whatſoever co- 
- | melt to paſs, not only the End and Event, but the Means alſo. 
But is not ſuch an Allegation fit to be ſaſpefted, as it is dog d 
with groſs and enumerable Abſurdities ; ſome of which Fhere 
- | preſent you with, and you may do well to ſend 'em to the: Per- 
„don you employ, before the Anſwer be publiſh'd, that (if pof- 
e] fible) he may take off the force of theſe Objections, and clear 
» | the. reveric to Naked Truth from theſe, and ſuch like Abſuidi- 
{| ties; for in ſo doing, you may ſave both him and your ſelves a, 
i- | {>cond Trouble: Withal, you may adviſe him in his Reaſonings 


«| |(-who are not well vers'd in myſtical and metaphyfical Strains) 
of [Þy.expreiting himſelf in plain and familiar Terms, ſtudying to 
make hard things eafie, and not to make plain things dark and 
le |doubtful, by turning Scripture expreſs and poſitive, into an Alle- 
es|2ory, left he becomes a Barharian to vs, for tho fome, by an im- 
as |Plicit Faith, may receive by the Lump, all that may be faid, 
A that countenances their preſent Opinion, right or wrong, pet 
tleſſome will, Berean like, examine thoſe things, and bring to the 
th [teſt what may be offered by their Advocate, And'whoever-it 


>n=Þ2, all I defire of him in his Performance is, That he expreſſes 


oſeß due Regard to the Honour of GOD, for the illuſtrating of 
ediT ruth, and promoting Love and Peace among Brethren the 
msþnly Scope and - Deſign of naked Truth; which, with its An- 
aayſwer, are like to ſtand on their own Legs, provided Satyr and 
villpachriftian Reflections he avoided, then let them obtain accor- 
theling to the goodnels of their Deiign, and the Evidence of Truth 
myſhat appears in them. For I know not that I ihall ever employ 
t tohy [elf farther in this, or any other Controverſie. The Study and 
atalfreaching Chri/t, in the Riches of his Love and Grace to Saints 
romlad Sinners, hath been, and now ts, according to Ability. re- 


half ved, much more agreeable, yea, the choice and delight of M 


ra pul. And confident | am, that things rightly conſider d, would” 


2empake us more moderate and cool in our Cenſures, yea, moge 


andpt to love, pitty, and pray fog each other. Bat the Principle 
guldf Poſition I ſpoke of, is, What many of the Baptiſt Miniſters, 


t hqour Brethren of the particular Perſwaſion) in their general 


ſſſembly at London, Anno 1689, have coueluded on; and pub-- 
ouſh'd as one of their firſt Principles, and grand Articles 5 theiy 
| | | 
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e | to accommodate himſelf to the Capacity of us Country People, 
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Faith, who ſpeaking of the Decree, do fay as follows, namely, 
That GOD from all Eternity, did freely and unchangably 
© Decree in himfelf, all things whatſoever comes to pa ſs, aud 
| that his Almighty Power or Providence, extendeth it ſelf to 
the firſt Fall, and all other Sins of Angels and Men, and that 
not by a bare Permiſſion; for ſay they, God did not Decree 
e any of theſe things, becauſe he foreſaw they would come to 
F paſs ” But as others, ſo Mr. Calvin expreſly tells us in his 
Inſtitutions, Book 3. Ch. 33. Sect. 7. That he doth'no o- 
e therwiſe ſee things that ſhall come to pals, than becauſe he 
ee hath decreed that they ſhall ſb come to paſs, and that afl 
c things happen by Ordination or Commandment * So that 
by this Principle, they make GOD's Decree the firſt and only 
Cauſe of all things whatſoever does come to paſs, Now, that 
this Opinion, with what is ſaid above, is very diſhonourable to 
GOD, and pernicious to Men, will appear if we duly conſider 
theſe 12 things following, and if it does ſo appear, I Appeal 
whether it is not fit we ſhould explode it. For, +2574 | gi 
Firſt, Does it not charge Imperfe&ion on GOD, who is infinite| 51 
in all his Attributes, yes, this Principle makes the Preſcience and] th 
Fore-knowledge of GOD to be Finite, nay, before the Com- w 
mencement of the Deerce, that he foreſaw nothing at all; if it] th 
be true as its ſaid above, namely, That he doth no etherwife] th 
foreſee things, than as he decrees they ſhall come to paſs. But] G 
ſure this is a Conception unworthy of the ever blefied God.] H. 
Why then, admit the Decree to be as God himſelf is, without] ve: 
beginning, yet to bound and limit the Fore-knowledge of God 
to a certain and determinate Number of Perſons and Things, ig Sit 
to make it Finite. Fer there is no ſtinted and limmited Num s. 
ber, but might have been more or leſs, if GOD had been ſq da: 
pleas d, therefore to ſay he forcknew nothing; but What he defjor 
creed ſhould come to paſs ; and as no fixed and determinatq wa 
Number, how great ſoever is infinite, why then to bound, lim fre- 
mit, and tye up the Fore-knowledge of God to a certain arQare 
fixed number of Perſons and Things, is to make it not infiniteſcil, 
but Finite; which is both diſhonourable and injurous to GODJHo 
whoſe Underſtandinꝑ, as the Pſalmiſt tells us, is inſinite, Plal. 147 his 
bp that is, He as well knows what things might have been, haqand 
1e been plcas'd they ſhould, as he doth the things that havgqaceo 
| been, are, and ſhall be to the end of Time. And, dec! 
_ » Secondly, Does not this Principle manifeſtly reflect Diſpalſeter 
agement upon, and argue à weakneſs of Mind in God who up; 


* 
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y, | Excellency and Perfeſtien renders him the alene worthy O 
ty | ject of the eternal Adorations of blefſed Angels; All whoſs 
id | Ovuncils are wonderful, and the Events of them ds wonderful 
fo || ly ſhew forth the Wiſdom, Righteoufneſs, and Goodneſs of em. 
at And that the things which he in Wiſdom decreed in His Efer- 
ee | nal Council, are worthy of the Dignity and Majzſty of GOD g 
to | whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs is founded forth by al] his Works. 
his If Emperors and Princes; whole Time and Councils ought to 

o- | be employ'd about the Affairs of State, and for the good of 
he {| their People, ſhould fpend their Time in catching of Flies, f 

all] playing on the Fiddle, and the like: Would it not argue them 
at | Childifh, and to be Men of weak Minds, their high Quality, and 
ny | exalted Dignity confider'd. It is the greatneſs and goodneſs of | 
dt] Things concluded on in Council, that fpakes forth the Wiſdomm 
to] and Conduct of the Councellors. Now, ſo great and good ate | 
ler] the things which GOD (the holy and bleſſed Trinity) con- 
exl] cluded on, in the Council held before the World was; That the 
\* [greatneſs and goodneſs of em, made them neceffary, and the 
ite] Subject of his eternal Purpoſe and Decree ; which, according to 
ind the Revelation GOD has given us thereof in his Word of Truth, 
m- were ſuch things as theſe, namely, Of GOD the Father loving 
f it] the Son ( incarnate or tn the Fleſh) before the foundation of 
rife} the World, John 17. 24. Of Chriſt's revealing the Poctrine and 
Zut] Grace of the Goſpel, (and very probably that in Mark, 16. 18. 
od] He that believeth and is Ages, ſal be ſaved ; bret he that belie- 
out] veth not ſhall be damned. kept feeret from the foundation of the 
od 1 World. Mat. 13. 35. Of Chris being made a Sacrifice for 
„ ig Sin, or @ Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the World. Rev. 13. 


im] v. 1. Pet. 1. 20. Of Belicvers choſen in Chrif® before the founs | 
1 ſq; dation of the World, that th:y ſhould be holy and without blame be- | 


de ſore him in love. Eph. 1. 4. And of a glorious Reſt and Re- 
atgward for all obedient Belie vers, in a Kingdom prepared for them 
im from the foundation of the World. Mat. 25. 34. All theſe things 
2n@arce worthy of the Majefty.and Wiſdom of GOD, in his Coun» 
itelcil, to ordain, and bring about; and is what will ſecure to him 
DIHonour and Glory from Angels and Men; for the Wiſdom * of | 
his Contrivance, and the Goodnefs of his incomparable Works 
had and Doings; and except his creating and governing the World, 
avgaceording to the Council of bs own Mill. L know not, that he haen 
declared any thing further to be; what he hath decreed in his 
payy<ternal Purpoſe; and if he hath not revealed further, Can we | 
5 ſuppoſe thar every Motion of an Attom, that every a 


— — 


Straw carried to and fro by, the Wind? that every winding of 4 7 
Bird in the Air? the Bark of every ſuarling Cur ? that every 
Hiſs of a Serpent? that every leap of à Flea ? the croaking of He 

every Toad ? every Antick of a merry Andrew ? the Vamit of of 

every Drunkard ? and that Brethren ſhould, (from Pride and! 

ill Temper ) envy and vex one another. I ſay,can we ſuppole þ.,, 

theſe are things which God in infinite Wiſdom decreed, and are ſin 

the Reſults of his wiſe Council, without charging him with th. 

Weakneſs ? We all know that theſe, aud many ſuch like things Nie 

do happen, and come to paſs; And, to the Honour of GOD, in: 

we do ſay, He permits them, (as things contingent, that might 7; 

be or might not be, for ought that GOD hath ordain'd to the 405 

contrary ) yet by his wiſe Providence, he rules and goyerns e- Lo 

very Occurrence, how inconſiderable ſoever for his own Glory; 0, 

But to iay he decreed and made theſe (and ſuch like things) Ja. 

the Subject of his wiſe Council, we cannot without reflecting, Ita 

weakneſs upon kim And not only ſo, but, ach i 0 

birdly, Does not this Principle reproach and revile the ever [« 

Hleſſed GOD in the higheſt Degree, as it makes him the Author! 

of all Sin, that hath been, is, or fhall be committed to the end fc 
of the World. Tis true, this Poſition is fo Blaſphemous, that Huf 

the Defenders of it, (with whom I have convers' d) uſe many fa; 
| Shifts to evade a Thing fo notoriouſly abſur'd, But all their na 

Shifts and Evaſions are inſignificant to their Purpoſe. For if no 

GOD by an unchangable Decree, (as they ſay) has ordain'd 
the firſt fall of Angels and Men, and all other Sins committed by 
them, then all the Sin committed in the World is made neceſ- ff 

fazy and unavoidable by his unalterable Ordination. Beſides, þ 

(ſay many) he excites, impels, and moves Men to Sin, But to 
ſay ſo, except it be in ſome extraordinary Caſe, as when provo- | 

ked to anger by bold and audacious Sinners, and for Contempt He: 
of his Grace, he may in a judicial way, let em go on in their |; 
wicked Courſes without Check, becauſe he will deſtroy them. 

Iſaia 6. c. 9, 10, 11, 12, v. and Exck. 14. Chap. ar large. 

Bur to ſay that GOD either decrees or moves to Sin otherways, 

is no leſs Falſe than Blaſphemous. For the Lord himſelf ac- 
knowledges things to be done by Men, that he neither comman- 

ded, nor ( ſays he) ever enter d into my Heart, Jer. 7. 30. 31» þ 

That God foreknew what they would do, is certain, and that 
they would do juſt as they did; but it never came, into his 

Heart either to Ordain or command it, no, Sin is none of God's Þ. 
Off-ſpring, tis wholly from the Deyil and our ſel ves, and th 


Lord himſelf fays to Cain, Gen. 4. 7. If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou _ 


E the 25. Ch. at large. 


make em by virtue of that Redemption, holy and happy; And 
pf, yea, with Reverence be it ſpoken, that GOD himſelf could 


Heir Nature, Actions, and the Iſſues of them; but by His ir- 


ad Mediation of Chr#f, is altogether fruitleſs to Sinners; hut 
0b forbid that any ſhould conclude ſo, or ſay in this, as the 


— 
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hat GOD moſt Holy, loaths and deteſts; therefore he ſollicites 
ſrae ] in a very pathetick Manner, ſaying, in Jer. 44. 4. O d 
ot this abominable thing that I hate. What hate it, and yet de- 
reeit ? ſtrange Divinity! far be it from us, ſo to think of him; 
whoſe pure Eyes cannot behold Iniquĩ x. 
Fourtbly, Does not this Principle deſtroy all difference he- 
ween Good and Evil, and make that which we, yea, that God 
in his Word calls Good and Evil equally neceſſary? and that 
hey who blaſpheme GOD, and wallow in Drunkeneſs and Un- 
cleaneſs all their Days, do the Will of GOD no leſs, (they be- 
ing Ordain'd thereunto ) than they, who by his Grace, do deny. 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſis, and lie Soberty, Rig bteouſiyj and 
Godly in this preſent World ; which is quite contrary to what the 


not be accepted, and if thou dot not well, Sin lyeth at thy Door. 
And Mall. 3. 18. He will make difference between the Righ- 
2005 and the Wicked, between bim that ſerveth 60D, and bim 
that ſerveth him not- according to our bleſſed Saviour, in Mat. 
Fi ſthly, Does not this Principle make the Grace and Love of 
GOD, in the Gift of his only begotten Son, for, and to us infig= 
tfcant and fruitleſs; For tho'according to the Goſpel, GOD. 
gave him to redeem loſt Sinners, from Sin and Wrath, and to 


ho' this was the greateft Grace miſerable Sinners were capable 


Kive. Vet what influence can the holy Life of Chri9, as our 
;xample have upon us? or what can his merritorious Death - 
and Paſſion avail us? who is or can be profited thereby? If 

OD, by an unchangable Decree hath ordain'd Men (Sinners; 
o be what they are, and made them uncapable of a Change, in 


ſiſtahle Decree, if GOD hath juſtify'd ſome from Eternity, and 
eprobated all the reſt of Adams Poiterity, then the Life, death, 


poſtle does in another Caſe, namely, That if Righteouſneſs comes 
the Lam, or any other way, then, believing in JESUS, as Gal. 


F. 21. then is Chriſt dead in vain. Now, is this Doctrinè wor- 


Hy of any better, than an Anathima? I Appeal. na 

$7Xhly, Does not this Opinion lie very croſs, and run coun- 

er to the Whole Tenour of the Goſpel, which is a Doctrine ac 
OS re 9 cording 


- 
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| | cording to Godlineſs, as the Defign of it is to make Men, Holy, 
by the Authority of its Precepts. 1. Pet. 1. 15. 16. and by the 


and Efficacy can the ſtricteſt Precepts, and moſt alluring Pro- 
miſes be to us, if GOD, by an abſolute and unchangahle De- 
eree, has otdain'd'd, That we ſhall refit and oppoſe the powenſul Ar- 

guments of his Werd and Spirit; which is evident, the generality 


of Men do: And if we repent, believe and obey the Goſpel 
our doing 10; is not from any force or energy of the Goſpel, hut 


from his irriſiſtable Decree and Ordination; by which he hath 
determin'd us to do, what we do, and made it impoſſible we 
ſhould do otherwiſe, under the moft encouraging Moti ves tl 
Goſpel affords us. - Nay, if this Doctrine be true, what does 
all the gracious and kind Offers that GOD makes to poor Sin: 
ners, of Pardofi, Peace, Acceptation and Salvation in the Goſ- 
pel amount to, but that he is inſincere and not in good earneſt 
in what he ſays and offers: Yea more, that he is ſevere. anc 
. cruel, firſt, by making us Sinners, and then in diſabling us (as 
ſuch ) by his own Decree to fall in with the Terms of the Gol: 
| pel and ordains them to Sin, in refufing the Grace he thereb) 
ceely offers them, on purpoſe that he may eternally puniſh e 
in Hell, for ſuch their Contempt and Retuſal : And doubtleſs 
this is a Cruely the moſt barbarous and wicked in the Worle 
cannot be charged with, without expreſſing their Deteſtatior 
and Abhorrence of it. For when the Prophet, in Tears told Ha 
Js ael, who was to be King of Syrza, That he would burn the Strong 
_ holds of Iſrael, ſlay their young Men with the Sword, daſh thei 
Children, and rip up their Women with Child; he replyed 
- with the utmoſt Indignation and Reſentment, ſaying, Bu 
what is thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do this great Thing. 
Kings, 8. 12. 13. Pray conſider of this, and make a good uſe o 
it, for who can proceed further without trembling, that God w 
zs gracious, merciful,long-ſufferiag abundant in Goodneſs and Truil 
ſhould by ſuch Doctrine, be repreſented to poor Sinners, to b. 
leſs Compaſſionate, and more Cruel than the worſt of Men 
yea, than the moſt ſavage Animal is to its Brood and Off- ſpring 
as if he delighted in the Blood and Miſery of his Creatures, fc 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe he will have it ſo; tho* there 
nat any thing he is more averſe to; who upon Oath moſtſolem: 
Iy teſtifies, That he neither hath deſire of, nor pleaſure in 
Death of the Wicked, but rather that they ſhould turn and liv! 
appears at large in tne iS, and 3 3. Ch. of Ee. 
113 3 5 9 Sev entbly 


© "encouragement of its Promiſes, 2. Cor. 7. 1. But of what Force | 


= 4 ad W Se ai = am 1 1 


0 
{ 
r 
{ 
0 
Q 


of 


ä 3. CEE DER LID — IEEE EEE — — ISAs Abs 5 GS RIES . 


TT. 

— £7 Seat 
* "TH 

433 

Wal 

WI 


ly, ':-Sever#h1y; Is not this Opinion a Scandal to the Heathen, and 
een Obftacle to their Converſion; for if you firſt print on their 
Minds this your firft Principle, (next to the Being of a GOD) 
OJ That he, from all Eternity, did freely and unchangably ordain 
De. aft things whatſoever comes to paſs; not only the firſt Fall, but 
Jan other Sins of Angels and Men; then with what kind of Hope | 
tf] can you proceed to labour their Converſion ; Muſt not all ſuch | 
Men, under the influence of this Principle, account: (and laugh 
at) your moſt vehement Perſwaſions, under the moſt incoura- 
ging Views of Glory and Happineſs, for moving them to leave 
their Idols, and to embrace Chriſtianity, as being no other than 
Wind and Vanity. If GOD has ordain'd me to be as I am, and 
II to do as do, (may ſuch a Man ſay) is it poſſible for me to be, 
and to do otherwiſe ? No, not unleſs GOD muſt act beſides his 
own immutable Purpoſe : Thus, the moſt powerful and perſwa- *| 
five Miniſtry in the World, is made ot no Effect, and is indeed 
no other than a ſounding Brajs, and a tinkling Cymbal ; a mere 
( ſound of Words, which can no more remove the Scandal and 
Obſtacle out of the way of theif Converſion, than the whiſtling 
of the Wind in the Air can do, nay, 5 | 
- Eighthly, How impertinent and vain does this Principle make 
ay Advice and Endeavours of Miniſters and others by their Po- 
ctrine Example, Oc. to perſwade to the Love and Practice of 
Virtue and Goodneſs, under the encouragement of obtaining {| 
Hal thereby the favour both of God and Men . Alſo, to what pur- | 
92] poſe is the Sorrow and Tears of Miniſters, Parents and Friends, 
be upon the ill doing of their People, Children and thoſe they 
dearly love: To fret and grieve, to chide or threaten any on 
their evil doing, is but to quarrel with GOD and his Ordinati- 
on; fur if GOD has determin'd they ſhall do juft as they do, 
then ceaſe your Intreaties and Tears: Nay, to what purpoſe is 
their moſt fervent Prayers, (in ſuch Caſe) but to folicite 
GOD to that which is not poſſible he ſhould do, namely, to 
alter bis Decree and become mutable; I ſay, ceaſe your 
Prayers, it muſt nor, it cannot be otherwiſe + Thus all thoſe 
excellent Paſſions GOD kath planted in the Nature of Men, en- 
chning them to rejoyce in the Good, and mourn at the Evil 
done by them over whom they precide, are made fruitleſs and 
uſeleſs: And the Grief of tender Parents on the undutiful and 
| wicked Behaviour of their dear Children, is nothing elſe hut to 
find fault with GOD, and to impeach the Juſtice and Goodneſs | 
of his Decrees. And is not this lad ? but, i 
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4 $} Ninthly, What a handle does this opinion put into the Hands 
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[if 


: mm 


great Myſtery ) for which Cauſe he was noted by ſome Wiſe 


ol Sinners, to a making them moſt deſperate in their evil Courſes, 
and for ſetting them out of the reach of all Perſwaſion; who fre- 
| quently conclude and ſay, If I am ordain'd for Life, I ſhall be 


happy, tho I add Druntene ſß to Thir®, and walk in the Imaginati- 


on of my own Heart. It is not any thing chat I can do, ſaith a 


preſumptious and deluded Soul, that can alter the Decree, and 
make void the Ordination of GD; and on the other Hand, if 


I am deftin'd to Death and Miſery, the Sinnerconcludes, Should 
I ſpend my Days in Tears and Prayers, in repenting, believing 


and obeying the Goſpel, it could avail me nothing to Salvation; 
notwithſtanding the Lord himſelf hath faid, He tbat repents, be- 
lie ves and obeys the Gofpel, ſhall be ſaved; Thus miſchievous and 


pernicious it is to poor Sinners, that it ſhuts up their way to, Þ 


and diſwades from Duty; yea, it locks em down in the Fetters 
of their own Luſts, bur ſo much the faſter. 5 
- Teathly, What a firment of Pride, and bitterneſs. of Spirit, 


does this Leavin commonly work in thoſe who receive it, do 
they not value and exalt themſelves as the only Orthodox, and 


are they not very prone to traduce and ſpeak evil of thoſe, who 
cannot think and ſpeak in this particular, as thev do, and re- 
fuſe Communion with thoſe of the ſame form with themſelves 


in the order of the Goſ pel. Is not this plainly to ſay, with thoſe 
in the Prophet? Stand off, come not near, I am holier than thou 


but is this pleaſing to GOD, as that which he hath ordain'd to 
be done, think you? no, it is the quite contrary, and what is 
moſt diſtaſtful to him, who ſays of ſuch Perſons in IJaia 65. 5. 
Theſe are a Smoak in my Noſe; 4 Fire that burneth all the Day, 
And as it furniſhes them with an undue Conceit of themſelves, 


* ſoit doth with prejudice and bittterneſs againſt their Brethren |. 
that differ from them; which appears by the toul Names and | 
Ebpithetes they fix upon them, as Free- willers, Paprſts, yea worſe 


than Papifgs, &c. by which they do not only perſecute em with 
the Tongue, but if they could, without being culpable, perhaps 
ſome would perſecute them to Death too ; a ſad Inſtance of this 


| . Madneſs, we have recorded in Mr. Calvin, who accuſed and 


procured Mz hael Servetys ; who was laid to be a learned. and 


godly Minifter of Chris, (but not altogether of Mr. Calvins 


Mind in the point of Baptiſm ) to be burned with his Books at 


Geneva, for his Miſtake in the bleſſed Trinity, (tho' it is ſaid, F' 


Mr. Calvin himſelf was more Erroneous in his Opinion of that 


nd Learned in his Day, as a Fratricide and killer of his Bra= % 
her; and is it not very common, When th:y who are leayen'd 7 
with this Doctrine, do meet with a few Leaves that thwart _ 
their beloved Notion, to ſay, they are only fit to be burned ? 
and had fach Men Power, who knows but they would burn the 
Meretick and his Hereſte together; tho? it is poſſible what they 
fa Herehie, is the plain and naked Truth of the Goſpel of 
hrif ; which is aframe quice contrary to the ſweet and berrign 
ppirit of the Goſpel; as it obligerh us, To put away from us all - 
z#tterneſs and Wratn, and Anger and Clamour, and evil ſpeaking, .. 
vith all Malice. Eph. 4. 31. And as th: Ele& of GOD, that we. . 
t on bowels of Mercies Kindne(s, humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs; 
ong ſefſerts „ forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
„ : 08 95 
Eieventhh. How does this worſt of Doctrines lead Men, (Mi- 
iſters as well as others) to exprels themſelves in very wild and 
xtravagant Terms, in Terms both falſe and fooliſh ; of Which 
nd ſhall give you an Inftance er two, the firft is, of Mr. Samuel 
1 Niehrdſon; who in his Treatiſe of the miſery of the natural, 
o Plan's State, Page 38th ſaith, (by wav of Objection) *I know. 
_ | theres many will cavil and ſay, If Ci:r:# muſt do all, and 
s | Men nothing, then Men need not care what they do, but ive 
e s they liſt; Ta this he replves and fays, *, _» x 
As it is our Duty, fo it is our Deſire to do whatſoever the 
o | Word of GOD requires; but we are not required todo any 
is thing to procure the pardon of Sin, but in referrence to Ser- 
5. vice and Duty: I count my ſelf to be never the nearer Hea-. 
ven for my beſt Works, than if 1 had done nothing eiſe but 
s, | blaſpteme GOD. ls not this rare Divinity? And whether 
e did not blaſpheme GOD in ſo ſaving, Leave to all that will 71 
id Hmly read and confider what the Lord Eimſelf ſays contrary 20 
fe Im, Jaia the 1. c. 16. 27, 18. 19. 20, f. 5%. 7 
th. 38. Acts. 16. 30. 31. And our bleſſed Saviour, Mat, 7. 
ps . Mark, 16. 16. likewiſe Alls, 2. 19. Repent ye therefore, 
ais be converted, that your Sins may be blotted eut, when the times 
refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the Tord; from theſe 
ad $4 ſuch like Paſſazes, tis evident, That GOD and Mr. Richard- 
rs [> are of very contraty Minds. „ 
at [Another Inſtance you have in Dr. Criſp; who, in one of his 
id, Imons is reported to fay, namely, © Let me ſpake freely, aud 
in ſo doing tell you, That the Lord hath no more to lay to the 
charge of an elect Perſon, in the height of Iniquity, and in the © 
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4. 8 of Riot, and committing all Abominationl 
tc that can be committed, 1 ſay; when an' cle& Per 


ec fon runs ſuch a Courſe, the Lord hath'no more tc 
© lay to the charge of ſuch a Perſon, than to the 


F charge of a Believer, nay, than to the Charge of 
8. Saint triumphant in Glory. 


Alſo, in his Sermon called, Chriſt the way, amongR 
many monfirous Births, and ill. grounded Aſſert ions, 
he ſaith, © Men think Righteouſneſs brings rheny - 
© near to Chi; beloved Righteouſneſs, is that 


c hich puts a Man away from Chriſt: Stumble not 


( 
< at the Expreffion, it is the choice Truth of the 
cc Goſpel. 5 c 

Dpon which, as I have read, a ſober Man cryed| i 
out, O proc * Profune ! it is the foul Lang ( 
ec guage of Hell! Hell it ſelf hath not a more deve 6 
cc ſiſh Expreſſion! ” t 

'Twelfthly, Who can imagine bow Chrizt i in she laſf i 


| Day will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by wha n 
Rule, by the Goſpel or GOD's Decree, for what will t. 


he judge them for their own voluntary Works, of / 
for things they could not but do, by the Ordinatio 


of GOD? And how Christ will wig ſome in thad G 


Day, as good and faithful Servants, ſince all was invof I: 
/ Juntary on che ir Part, and puniſh all the reſt, as ſloth d 
Ful and wic ted en is what the Reaſon of Mei in 

can never underftand nor account for; for it is noff L 
capable of Demonſtration ; tho? a future and eternaſ in 
Judgment by Chrift, is acknowledg'd one of thq ot 
ö 5 Articles of the Chriitian Faith; but according by 
to their Tenet, all Men equally do tho Will of GOD w. 
an that they have done, and could not but do, WHA E: 
He ordain'd they ſhould do: ; and foT leave it, as tha m 


1 Mien the Defenders of this Doctrine can never reſ fr. 
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Hive to be otherwiſe, than according to the dee 
GOD, and our Lord Jeſus Chr it, namely, That Men 
mall be judged and rewarded for their on perſo 

nal and voluntary. Works and Doings. 

ry Fruit that grows from this bitter Root of Deſti⸗ 
nation, in the Terms they have expreſs'd the Decree. 
And while it ſo ftands, as it is juſtly ſuſpe&ed 


| Foreign to Truth, fo it lies open to very formidable 


Objections, and liable to be charged (as you fee) 
with groſs Abſurdities; It muſt be confeſſed that 
many learned and pious Men, as well as others have, 
and do zealouſly maintain this Principle among our 
Brethren; but may it not be too truly ſaid of them, 
(the Premiſſes confider'd ) They have 4 Zeal of GOD, 
but not according to Knowledge; and is it not becauſe 
they will not bring it to this Teſt, affecting Bigotry 
12 Opinion, contrary to our undoubted Duty, of 
walking together in the things wherein we are agreed, and 
to conſider one another, ſo as to provoke ts love and good 
Meri, | = „ | 
Will Chriſtians in the ſame form and order of the 
Goſpel, neither from politick nor religious Confide- 
rations unite, by laying aſide their Pigue and Preju- 
dice, to love and live like Friends in Amity, for help- 
ing each other forward in the Service of our great 
Lord and Mafter ; When we ſee Kingdoms and States 
in Enmity, and at the greateſt Diſtance from each 
other, reconcil'd and brought into Alliance; where- 


ing by they willingly give up their private Interefts, | 


which they long and ſharply contended for at the 
Expence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure ; and te 
make the Intereſt of each other their own, and this 
from politick Confiderations only. Whereas _—_ 
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Ehriſtians are under ſtronger Obligations: thereunto; 17 


bet none ſo hard to be brought from their undue Dio 
{© ances as they; for want of a calm and thorough|: 
Conſideration of things, with their Conſequences. | 
| Fho'it we judge according to common Obfervation, | 
we may with ſafety conclude, That thoſe who are þ 
| furtheſt from Peace on Goſpel Terms, are moſt in the C 
{ Wrong: And may it not be ſaid to ſuch, as our meek | 
and compaſſionate Saviour did to his Diſciples, Ye | 
Alno not what manner of Spirit ye ore of. . 
Ü believe many hold this Opinion, that are not a- 
Ware of it being inconſiſtent with the gracious Na- 
ture of GOD, nor of its being Diſhonourable to him, 
and pernicious to Men; and that if they did appre- 
hend it to be ſo, they would for ever explode it: 
Let us therefore praiſe and adore our GOD for the 
Light of our Eyes, and in all things maintain a Chriſtian 
| Temper towards our Brethren, and endeavour to 
Promote Union with all who are in the Order of, 
and whoſe. Couverſation is as becomes the Goſpel of Chrift. 
And let us pitty and pray for the reſt, knowing that 
wee our ſelves. may be as 1mperfect in the Belief and 
Practice of ſome other Truth, as our Brethren are | | 
( for good Reaſon ) {uppos'd to be in this. For here 
as the Apoſtle tells us, We ſee but in part, and know | 
| but in pars. Let us therefore caſt the Mantle of Love | 
over each other's Weakneſs, (of which I am ſure 
there is need enough) and put en Charity, which is 
. the Bond of perfect neſs, that by walking in Love, we 
may guard againſt the Approaches of Pride and ill | 
| Temper, and be ſuch as have /earn'd of Chrift, by | 
| following after the things that make for Peace, and things 
| Wherewith one may Edifie another. That if poſlible 
e might have more of Heaven here. It being cer- 
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